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1933 Shanghai, No.611, Liyvang Road, Hongkow District, Shanghai (Haining Road junction]
FREh e /Service:400-88B-1933 68881933 & ThiH#b/Event:13501709372 FREE G/ Leasing:1350197 1095
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From an architectural perspective 1933 stands as a unique and stunning structure left to us from the
1930's and forms a critical part of Shanghai’s historic preservation legacy. Completed in 1933, the
building was commissioned by the then Shanghai Municipal Council, who invited a noted English
architect to design the building. The result was a masterpiece which fulfilled its practical mission as an
abattoir, yet also incorporated decorative elements which gives the building its unique look and feel that
we are privileged to admire and enjoy from today's perspective.

The building cost 3.3 million silver dollars to build; a princely sum in its day that reflects the vision and
ambition of old Shanghai. Highest quality cement aggregate from the Portsmouth area of the United
Kingdom was imported for the construction due to the high load-bearing needs of the bullding. The
building incorporates both Western and Chinese elements in its design, while skillfully and seamiessly
weaving in the needs of the abbattoir's operations.

Despite enduring various incarnations as an abattoir, factory, and cold storage fadility, the durability of
the original design and materials created the conditions for a sensitive restoration now seen at 1933.
1933's designation as a “Shanghai Municipal Historically Preserved Building™ and its other honors is a
recognition of the work done and we are delighted that visitors can enjoy the fruits of that labor.
Architects and artists often remark that the visual effect of looking up into the spaces formed by the
bridges are evocative of Escher’'s famous abstract drawings. All of the unique features have been
sensitively and lovingly restored and we trust visitors will admire the juxtaposition of both past and
present usage.

1933's integration of Chinese and Western features is evident throughout the building. In terms of its
overall layout, the circular inner building surrounded by the square perimeter structure coincides with
the traditional geomancy concept of “"drcular heaven and square earth®. The domed ceiling of the
circular core, delightfully restored in modern form, is evocative of a Roman basilica.

As one walks through the building, beams of sunlight pierce the open voids from various angles. The
effect is most beautiful through the lovely latticework fagade facing Shajin Road. 1933 is best admired
when one walks around and considers the combination of utility, functionality, and decorative design.
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Flowering Columns
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Atrium
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There are over 300 “flowering
columns” throughout the
building. Reinforced with steel,
the blossoming of the columns
serves the very practical purpose
of distributing the considerable
live-load which the structure had
to endure, all without the use of
crossbeams. Note the stunning
large flowering columns on the
ground floor, and the increasing
delicacy of the columns as one
move upwards in the structure.

B 2 ) R SR SR AL 4 BRR R E
Z=, RBANRNRATRAXE
FRESHREMEFECHZE, 2
TRHETRNNMEEA. SR
FaTAORSBIOAEERN2E
B, SERNNERESREFEN.
FRER T4l E N AR
A, CUABSHSER.

When viewed from different angles,
air bridges compose a mysterious and
nchly diverse portrat. Indeed, the
voids aeated by the bridges are one of
the most stunning visual features of
visting 1933 and has become a
must-visit venue for professional
photographers. There are 4 verandahs
and 26 bridges connecting the centre
agrodar core with the outer square.
Well preserved and a deight to
traverse, the bridges have different
widths in order to control the flow of
animals during the time when 1933
was an abattoir!
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The atriums from the first floor
to the third floor were used as
the abbattoir's workshops. These
floors are connected by the
X-shaped stairs and the
undulating spiral staircases. This
area is currently the center for
creative events, artistic
exhibitions and charity activities,
providing a historic venue for the
general public to participate in
art, fashion, and cultural events.
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Lattice Windows
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Cattle Path
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These windows are mainly found in the west
fagade Basilica Suite. Having survived over
70 years of exposure to the elements proves
the wisdom of the original architects in using
the Portmouth cement aggregate. The
windows are again an example of the
combination of design and utility. Originally
open and exposed, the latticework allowed
open air circulation which was a major
element of hygiene during the abattoir
period of 1933's history, while giving the
building a lovely facade more like a
renaissance palace,
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The design of this abattoir and the
production process was based on
international best practices at the time. The
overall length of the cattle path reaches
150 meters which the cattle walked to
holding pens for a period of feeding and
rest before meeting their fate. The cattle
path was designed to be very rough and
anti-slip in order to prevent injuries.It was
used exclusively by the cattle, while stairs
catered to the workers which ensured both
safety and hygiene. Use your imagination
as you walk these historic paths and
imagine 1933 in its industrial heyday.
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Sky Theater

Spiral Staircases
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A 1,500 sqm theater is located on the 4th floor of Atrium. Built on
the base of the original workshop, the atrium reaches 8 meters in
height from floor to ceiling. Underneath the atrium is a 600 sqm
suspended stage whose floor is made of transparent tempered
glass, each of which can sustain loads of 400 kg. In the center of
the atrium, a movable oculus controls the amount of light which
steams into the theatre below. The resulting sensation when
standing on the glass floor gazing downwards is that of floating on
air while gazing into an Escher drawing.

The stunning visual effects, versatility of the space and the unique
surroundings have made the theater a top choice for many
high-end events, marking 1933 as one Shanghai’s top venues for
MICE (meeting, incentives, conventions & exhibitions). Events in
the theater are supported by 1933's experienced event
management and logistics team.
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The spiral staircases leading
from the 2nd floor to the 3rd
floor were designed for only
one-person to pass at a time
and linked the wvarious
specialized workshops within
the abattoir. The curvature of
the staircase presents 2
graceful counterpoint to the
majestic air bridges within the
circular building.
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